IVCF Graduate and Faculty Ministries at Vanderbilt

QCreating a space for students and faculty to explore
what it meansto be salt and light in the univeratyO

December 12, 2007

Kenny and Laura Benge

Remember your Creator during
your youth: when all possibilities
lie open before you and you can
offer all your strength intact for
His service. The time to
remember is not after you
become senile and paralyzed!
Then it is not too late for your
salvation, but too late for you to
serve as the presence of God in
the midst of the world and the
creation. You must take sides
earlier—when you can actually
make choices, when you have
many paths opening at your feet,
before the weight of necessity
overwhelms you.

Jacques Ellul, Reason for Being: a
Meditation on Eclesages

What Do You Care About—and Why?

Often in periods of vocational struggle | find myself reflecting on why | do
what | do—why over the last three decades much of my work has been
devoted to students and the people and institutions that influence them.
During these periods of reflection | always return to my own life as a
student—that transitional period from adolescence to adulthood—when a
spiritual crisis raised many questions for me, and there were people there
to listen and point me in the right direction.

Patterns of Intentionality

Orou have created us for Yourself, O God, and our hearts are restless until
they find their rest in You.O St. Augustine’s ancient words summed up my
experience as student and young adult. Soon after becoming a Christian,
| entered a period of struggle and doubt; about the intellectual truth of
Christianity; about what it means to live in relation to God; about what it
means to live a coherent life centered in my deepest convictions about
what is real and true and right. Even as | continue to live into these
questions, | am thankful for the people God placed in my life during those
formative years that helped me find my way and establish patterns of
intentionality that helped me deepen and not discard my faith.

An Outpost of God’s Kingdom

It is in remembering my own story that | remember why | care about students. Steve Garber, in his
excellent book The Fabric of Faithfulness, finds three strands in those people of faith who continue to
deepen and live out their vision of faith over many years:

Convictions. They were taught an understanding of Christianity that was sufficient for the questions
and crises of belief they would experience over the next twenty years.

Character. They met a teacher who incarnated the understanding of Christianity that they were
beginning to identify as their own, and they saw that it was possible to live out that understanding

themselves.

Community. They made choices over the years to live out their faith in the company of mutually
committed folk who provided and network of stimulation and support that demonstrated that their
faith could be coherent across the whole of life.

Thanks for your partnership in allowing usto be an outpost of God® Kingdom to help form convictions,
character, and community among the students and faculty at Vanderbilt.
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