Food for Thought

We have had a great beginning this Spring semester in ministry with Grad, Professional Students, and

Faculty at Vanderbilt:

There is a long tradition of Christian
theology that goes under the name
“apologetics” and that seeks to
respond to this question [How can we
know that Christianity is true?] and to
demonstrate the “reasonableness” of
Christianity. The assumption often
underlying titles of this kind is that the
Gospel can be made acceptable by
showing that it does not contravene
the requirements of reason as we
understand them within the
contemporary plausibility structure.
The heart of my argument is that this
is a mistaken policy. The story the
church is commissioned to tell, if it is
true, is bound to call into question
any plausibility structure, which is
founded on other assumptions. The
affirmation that the One by whom and
through whom all creation exists is to
be identified with a man who was
crucified and rose bodily from the
dead cannot possibly be
accommodated within any plausibility
structure except one of which it is the
cornerstone.

Leslie Newbigin, Proper Confidence

One of my favorite things we do on campus is Food for Thought. Food for
Thought is an opportunity to discover and discuss topics involving the
intersection of living the Christian faith and the life of the mind in an inviting,
collegial setting. Grad students and faculty bring a bag lunch and enjoy a
time of stimulating discussion and fellowship. This semester we have been
reading Leslie Newbigin's book, Proper Confidence: Faith, Doubt, and
Certainty in Christian Discipleship. We were privileged to have Dr. Paul Lim,
Assistant Professor of the History of Christianity at the Vanderbilt Divinity
School, with us to lead a discussion of this book. We selected the book
because theology, in Newbigin's

understanding, is not primarily about

a quest for universal truth, it is about

the ways human beings, in human

bodies, talk and think and work

together, empowered by Jesus and

his resurrection life and guided by

the Spirit he sends, to realize in

history God’s plans for the world.

Proper Confidence has helped us

wrestle with questions of modernity,

postmodernity, and pluralism—

increasingly urgent in the university environment, particularly in light of the
demands of Islam and the collapse of “enlightened” Western self-confidence.

The Owen Christian Business Fellow ship seeks to
encourage MBA students to seek a deeper relationship with
Jesus Christ, as well as to bridge their lives in Christ with their
lives as business professionals. We recently invited Cory
Cleek to share his spiritual journey with Christ in business.
Corey is a Nashville native who has previously worked for
CitySearch, Nashville Lifestyles magazine, and eBay. Just
recently he published a book entitled Devotional Ventures
(www.devotionalventures.orq).

As always, thank you for your partnership that makes this

ministry possible.

Grace and peace,

Kenny



