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December 18, 2006 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
IÕm writing to you to invite you to continue to participate in our mission and ministry to graduate students, 
professional students, and faculty at Vanderbilt University.   
 
Being a committed Christian in the modern university is a challenging and exhausting experience, 
especially as a graduate student or faculty member, often depleting faith and spiritual resources.   We 
walk alongside the members of this community, giving them tools and resources to encourage faith and 
hope as well as a vision to make a difference.   
 
As I look back over the first semester of this academic year, I am very encouraged.  Some highlights: 
 

• Erick Goss spoke to our business student fellowship regarding “Finding Direction in Career 
Chaos.”  Erick is Vice-President of Marketing at Magazines.com, the leading online source for 
magazine, and his talk told the story of how he has seen God at work in his career through 
successes and failures, opportunities and sacrifices. 

 
• We completed another successful Food for Thought, our lunchtime program to discover and 

discuss the intersection of the Christian faith and the life of the mind. This fall we discussed 
excerpts from the writing of C. S. Lewis.  Gilbert Meilaender says of Lewis: 

 
Here, I think, we find the truth behind the remarkable staying power of LewisÕ writings.  He is not 
exactly writing theology.  In fact, he can hardly be said to be writing theology.  He give us 
something betterÑ the feel, the quality, of a life truly lived before God.  He gives us the 
everydayÑ in all of its splendor, terror, pain, and possibility.  And through what is ordinary and 
everyday he invites us to enter into that Òmystical death which is the secret to life.Ó 

 
As you can see, it has been an exciting semester.  December is an important month to maintain the 
funding for my ministry in the Vanderbilt academic community. To stay on track with my 2006-07 
budget, I need to see the Lord provide approximately $18,000 this December.  Our continuing 
ordeal with Laura’s health has made this need more critical while at the same time making it more 
difficult to work on. If you could consider participating in this ministry financially, I would be grateful. 
 
In Christ, 
 
 
Kenny Benge  
  
 

 


