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The Opportunities and Challenges of Business School Ministry 
 
 Students entering the MBA program at Vanderbilt’s Owen 
School of Management come with great hopes and expectations of 
finding the perfect career, city, work environment, compensation 
package, etc., and they believe business school should guarantee 
a future of great monetary and vocational reward.  Some of the 
students who enter the Owen school are Christians.  Unfortunately, 
it is difficult for many of them to envision their career in business as 
a calling from God.  This problem has two dimensions.  First, many 
students have heard a message from the Church that a calling in 
business is necessarily a “secular” calling and they have questions 
in their heart regarding God’s approval or disapproval of such a 
way of life.  Second, their hearts are sometimes divided; standing 
on “both sides of the fence” in regards to trusting in riches and 
material gain vs. trusting God. 
 It is therefore a lot of fun for me set before them two biblical 
realities.  First, that God calls us to follow Jesus in the whole of life, 
not in some narrowly “religious” way, but in all the spheres of life 
He has created: law, medicine, politics, business, art, as well as in missions and church life.  Second, a 
call to follow Christ in business requires a heart devoted to Christ and the cultivation of a moral 
imagination, the ability to conceive of the business enterprise as a way of making a difference for Christ 
in our culture and in the lives of people.  This vision of doing business Christianly can make following 

Christ in the marketplace as risky and rewarding as any missionary 
call! 
 Business students, unlike other graduate students, are on 
campus for only a short period of time and it is often difficult to 
engage them fully while they are in school.  The pace of business 
school and the pressure of their school, work, and personal 
responsibilities affect their ability to commit to activities that help 
them grow in their relationship with Christ. 
 At Vanderbilt, we have a thriving Christian fellowship at the 
Owen school.  A combination of biblical teaching and Christian 
business folks who come from the greater Nashville community to 
share their vision, successes, lessons, and failures as they have 
attempted to follow Christ in the marketplace have helped greatly in 
cultivating our fellowship.  Please pray for us as we continue to 
disciple and encourage the businesses students at the Owen 
Graduate School of Management here at Vanderbilt. 
 

Gr ace and peace,  
Kenny 


