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Forty Years after the Sexual Revolution 
 

Author Tom Wolfe (The Right Stuff, Bonfire of the Vanities), a leader on reporting on 
American culture through his novels for almost 50 years, spent four years visiting 
university campuses to gather information for his most recent novel, I Am Charlotte 

Simmons.  The theme of the novel: What happens when a talented, attractive and 
ambitious young person instilled with modest sensibilities who wishes to pursue the 
cultivation of the mind enters a contemporary university? 
 
The product of a small town in western North Carolina, Charlotte was mentored by a 
devoted teacher to love literature and learning and wins a scholarship to Dupont 
UniversityÐa fictitious, composite university with the academics of Harvard or Yale and 
a national caliber athletic program like many major state universitites.  Encouraged and 
supported by her hardworking and devout parents, Charlotte leaves them to pursue an 
education at one of the best universities in the country.  Little does she or her parents 
understand that Dupont sustains a cultural atmosphere at war with the beliefs and 
practices developed over centuries to guide normal, healthy young people in their 
transition to responsible adulthood.  CharlotteÕs moral conservatism and quest for 
knowledge prove no match for the larger lessons about sex and the soul that are 
pervasive in the social and academic environment at Dupont. 
 
Partly because two of my children are at university and partly because the university 
campus is the context of my ministry, I read both the novel and the response of the 
critics with great interest.  The novel definitely struck a nerve, judging by the ridicule it 
evoked by the first wave of critics.  It is clearly bad manners these days to question or 
criticize the consequences of the sexual revolution.  What is clear in Charlotte is that it 
is Ònot coolÓ to be a virgin.  Wendy Shalit, in her book Return to Modesty, chronicles 
our cultureÕs war on embarassment (an outward expression of modesty, according to 
Shalit): 

The natural embarrassment sex education seeks to erode may point to a far richer 
understanding of sex than do our sex manuals.  Children are now urged to 
overcome their ÒinhibitionsÓ before they have a clue what an inhibition means.  
Yet embarrassment is actually a wonderful thing, signaling that something very 
strange or very significant is going on, that some boundary is being 
threatened...Without embarrassment, kids are weaker: more vulnerable to 
pregnancy, disease, and heartbreak. 

A significance aspect of my ministry to the university is a ministry of presence.  Being a 
committed Christian in the modern university is a challenging and exhausting 
experience, especially as a graduate student or faculty member, often depleting faith and 
spiritual resources.  Our presence in their lives is a reminder that a commitment to 
walking with Jesus, to practicing biblical morality, is not in vain, but is in reality the 
way to life, true life indeed! 

 

Thank you for your prayers, friendship, and financial support that allow me 

to be a presence for Christ to Vanderbilt faculty, graduate, and professional 

students! 

Kenny   

Without modesty, we are lost!
not excited by anything much, 
and not knowing what the 
problem is.  With each new 
book, you can see our culture 
frantically searching for what 
it has lost....We are trying 
everything now, everything is 
permitted, and yet weÕre still 
not having fun....But maybe 
weÕre not having fun because 
everything is permitted.  
Maybe without modesty, we 
forget what is erotic.  Wendy 

Shalit, Return to Modesty: 

Recovering the Lost Virtue 

 

By not having sex before 
marriage, you are insisting on 
your right to take these things 
seriously, when many around 
you do not seem to.  By 
reserving a part of you for 
someone else, you are insisting 
on your right to keep 
something sacred...But more 
significantly, not having sex 
before marriage is a way of 
insisting that the most 
interesting part of your life 
will take place after marriage, 
and [if so], maybe then it will 
last. Wendy Shalit 

 
Ken Myers, Executive 
Producer of the Mars Hill 
Audio Journal, gave a lecture 
to students and faculty at lunch 
on September 29, ÒFaithful 
Stewards or Terrestrial Gods?  
Christianity and the Chief End 
of Science.Ó The lecture is 
available in print by download 
at this website: 
http://www.humanitas.org/lect
ures/lecturesindex.htm. 


