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In the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ greetings to all of you who support
this ministry financially and in prayer. Some months have passed since
I've written all of you. Let me tell you what's been happening in ministry
this fall.

In 2 Timothy 4:2 Paul exhorts Timothy to preach the word of God “in
season, and out of season...with complete patience.” This fall on
campus has certainly been a time that’s felt “out of season.” Despite a
very good ministry plan and a successful outreach in August
attendance at events large and small has dwindled. My students, as |
like to call them, live lives that are stressful by definition, but this fall
has been particularly demanding on more of them than usual. “Maybe
I'll make it next week,” is therefore a phrase I've heard a lot. For my
part I've spent a lot of time away from students and campus this fall
trying to raise more money so | haven’t been available to make
practical adjustments to help things. Given all this, discouragement
has often come easy. The Lord has sent encouragement in the last
few weeks that He is very much at work in ways that maybe aren’t
obvious to me. One faculty member recently wrote to me and said “I
think it is very likely you are having a huger effect on keeping people
closer to God than you realize.” Just this past Sunday after church |
talked to a graduate student who | don’t see very often. She is married
and has three kids, and is writing her dissertation, but she mentioned
our Wednesday night group, which is very small, as something she’'d
heard very good things about. Those are two examples. But the best
thing that happened in the ministry this fall deserves its own story and
that is told below.

It was maybe eight months ago | had a conversation with Cassidy Summers about
missions. Cassidy is on staff at Four Oaks Community Church and lives with the
family of one of my donors. She’d already spent six months doing missions work in
the Phillipines, and at the time she was looking into future options in missions for
herself and for college students at Four Oaks. Being on InterVarsity staff | told her
she should look at the Urbana convention. As many of you know Urbana is a
convention on missions that InterVarsity puts on tri-annually the week after




Christmas. Over twenty-thousand people from over sixty countries come, and literally hundreds of
different missions agencies exhibit there. For those of us who’ve been involved with InterVarsity for
a long time, as students, staff, or alumni, Urbana is a very special thing. Urbana is the place to
come to grips with the global nature of Christ’s church and to ask yourself what your part is in the
Great Commission.

When [ told her about Urbana Cassidy was by her own later confession skeptical of it. Despite that
she looked up the Urbana website and started digging around (the internet is good for something
after all). To make a long story short, these months later, fifteen college students and two staff
people from Four Oaks are going to Urbana. I've met a number of the students one-on-one and
God’s call on them in the area of missions is clear and solid. It's all been a great pleasure to see
and be a part of, and just in the last month I've been able to secure a substantial contribution from
one of our grad fellowship faculty members to help pay this group’s Urbana expenses.

Strictly speaking none of this constituted grad ministry. But none of the connections | had that
played a role in this story, from knowing Cassidy Summers to the faculty member who made a
generous contribution, would exist without the grad ministry and my role in it. By way of reflection
God was using me as a ligament in the Body of Christ: to connect bones that otherwise wouldn’t
work together. Now, fifteen students who wouldn’t have are going to Urbana to hear what God is
saying about missions.

The honor goes to God in all this, but one reason | wanted to tell this story because without what all
of you have given over the years in time and money and prayer | would not have been there to play
the role that | did. This is one of those things in ministry that unquestionably goes in the “win”
column. This victory belongs to you too.
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This newsletter will not be the last one for this year. I'll be sending you a “state of the ministry” report
in about two weeks to round out the calendar year. In the meantime may the Lord bless you and keep
you as we begin the season of His Advent.
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