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Graduate students at kick-off picnic 
 
 

 
Volunteers helping at Garage Giveaway 
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God is Gathering His People at Vanderbilt 
Since school started we have had over 300 students participate in the 
first activities of the year.  These are graduate students, law students, 
MBA students, and international graduate/professional students.  I am 
awed by the staff team I serve with at Vanderbilt, and I am humbled as 
I see students respond.  The student leaders are deeply committed to 
Christ, to one another, and are demonstrating a deep love for other 
students – believers and non-believers alike.   
 

Free Furniture? 
If you just arrived in a foreign country to study and set up an 
apartment, would you like some free furniture and other household 
items?  Of course!  So did 1/3 of all new international students at 
Vanderbilt this year.  In cooperation with local churches, our faculty 
advisor and her husband (Ashley and Chris Ahlin) coordinated an 
incredible outreach to new international students.  Over the summer 
months, we invited people to donate furniture and household items 
(coffee makers, microwaves, etc.). We gathered them and then 
advertised a “Garage Giveaway” for new international students.  The 
response was amazing.  Of those who attended, ¼ want to visit a 
church and 1/5 took a Bible in their own language. 
 

In the Area . . . 
Effective 9-1-03, I re-inherited the states of Florida, Alabama, 
Mississippi, and Louisiana – states I had “given away” in June 02. 
When I first became the Grad and Faculty Area Director in the 
Southeast two years ago, there were 2 fulltime staff and 2 part-time 
staff.  Now there are 6 fulltime staff, 3 part-time staff, and several 
volunteers.  Within the southeast area, there are 16 top research 
universities that we are targeting, along with 3 others.  As I have seen 
the Christian community come alive on campus at VU this fall, I am 
awed by the possibilities of seeing the same happen at all the schools 
in the southeast.  
 

Other News: 
Family – Our  3rd child started kindergarten in August.  My wife now  
has only one child at home during the day for the first time in 7 years.  
No one is in diapers.  We are easing into a new season of parenting.  
 
Financial Update - Thanks to the generous year end gifts from many of 
you, we met our budget goal at our fiscal year end of June 30th.  As we 
look toward the current fiscal year, our anticipated funding is at 89%.  
Gratefully, we have had a few new financial partners join us. 

https://www.gospelcom.net/iv/donate/choose-amount.php?acct_id=843

	Untitled

